《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 1 Timothy》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 2
My own son; spiritually, having been converted by his instrumentality. The connection between faithful ministers of the gospel and those who are led by them to Christ is most intimate and endearing. It may well be represented by that between parents and their children, and is a source of rich and lasting enjoyment. 

Verse 3
Other doctrine; false doctrine contrary to what Paul had taught. 

Verse 4
Fables; called "profane and old wives’ fables," chap 1 Timothy 4:7; and "Jewish fables." Titus 1:14. The apostle has reference to absurd legends and stories such as abound in the writings of the later Jews. 

Endless genealogies; the exact nature of these is unknown. According to some, the reference is to the Jewish records of the descent from Abraham, by which their pride was nourished, and their confidence was withdrawn from Christ to fleshly relations. Others, with more probability, suppose that the apostle has in view fables respecting the generation of angelic orders of beings. Though the system of Gnosticism, which is filled with such "endless genealogies," was of later origin, they suppose that its germs may have existed in the apostle’s day, and have mixed themselves with Jewish fables. 

Minister questions, rather than godly edifying; lead to nothing but empty questions of speculation and dispute. 

Verse 5
The end of the commandment; its scope or aim; its substance, which all its particular precepts have in view. 

Charity; love towards God and man. The great things required of us are love to God and to men, confidence in him, and conscientious devotion to his will. 

Verse 6
Swerved; turned aside. 

Vain jangling; empty and contentious talk. 

Verse 8
Lawfully; according to its proper design. The law of God is good as a rule of duty for all men; to restrain, by fear of its penalties, those who transgress it, and to point out the punishment which they deserve, and without repentance will suffer. 

Verse 9
The law is not made for a righteous man; the apostle is combating the error of those who trusted in the law as the instrument of their justification and salvation. This end it could never accomplish. To fallen men it "worketh wrath," Romans 4:15, and its end is death, Romans 7:10. "Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions"-to restrain the transgressions of lawless men, Galatians 3:19; consequently not for the righteous, who are a law unto themselves, but for the lawless and disobedient. 

Verse 10
Sound doctrine; the doctrine of the gospel, called, "The doctrine which is according to godliness," chap 1 Timothy 6:3, as having for its scope true godliness, and opposing itself to every form of wickedness. 

Verse 12
Counted me faithful; counted him a proper person to be put into the ministry, and enabled him to discharge its duties. 

Verse 13
Injurious; one who maliciously and tyrannically oppressed and put to death the people of God. 

Ignorantly; in ignorance of the true character of Christ and his disciples. 

Verse 14
The grace of our Lord; in leading him to repent and believe on Christ. 

With faith and love; he mentions these as the never failing attendants and fruits of God’s grace. 

Which is in Christ Jesus; he adds these words to show that faith and love have their ground only in the union of the soul with Christ. 

Verse 16
A pattern; to show that the chief of sinners who believe in Christ may be pardoned, sanctified, and saved. Upon all who have ever repented and believed, God has bestowed free pardon and the blessings of heavenly grace, that even the chief of sinners may be encouraged to repent of their sins and embrace the Saviour as he is offered in the gospel. 

Verse 18
This charge; the directions in this epistle. 

Prophecies; which some of the New Testament prophets had uttered concerning Timothy, before he was put into the ministry. 

By them; by these prophecies, under their auspices, as it were; in other words, having them in view, and being animated by them. 

War a good warfare; be faithful to the Captain of salvation, contending against sin and striving to save sinners. 

Verse 19
Holding faith; holding fast the faith of the gospel, which has for its natural companion a good conscience. 

Which; which good conscience. 

Having put away; literally, having thrust away. They have willfully cast away a good conscience, and, as a natural consequence, concerning faith have made shipwreck; for he who allows his conscience to be defiled by sinful practices is prepared to reject the faith of the gospel, which opposes itself to every form of ungodliness. 

Verse 20
Delivered unto Satan; cast out of the visible kingdom of Christ, perhaps also with the additional idea of an infliction of some bodily malady. See note to 1 Corinthians 5:5. 

That they may learn; literally, may be disciplined; may be taught, by the evils they suffer, not to continue in their erroneous and wicked courses. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
First of all; in importance. 

Verse 2
For all that are in authority; men in public office and stations of influence. 

That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life; this is the result of God’s grace given to them in answer to the prayers of his people, and enabling them to administer their office with fidelity and uprightness. Prayer for rulers is one of the most powerful means of obtaining a good government, and securing for all liberty to search the Scriptures and judge of their meaning, to worship God according to the dictates of conscience, and to discharge their various duties towards God and men. 

Verse 3
For this; praying for all men, especially for rulers. 

Verse 4
Who will have all men to be saved; by becoming acquainted with the gospel, and by believing and obeying it. He therefore wills that it should be preached to every creature, and that his people should pray that all may embrace it. 

Verse 5-6
One God, and one mediator-a ransom for all; these words contain the ground of the preceding exhortation to pray for all men, and declaration that God desires the salvation of all men. All have one God for their Father, and one Mediator who gave himself a ransom for all. 

To be testified in due time; literally, as the margin, the testimony in, or for, its own times. The apostle means that this high doctrine which he has just stated is one of the mysteries not hitherto clearly revealed, but reserved by God to be made known, through the testimony of his Spirit, in its appointed time, which is the present. 

Verse 6
As there is but one Mediator between God and men, and as he has given himself a ransom for all, wills that all should hear of him, believe on him, and be saved, and has made it our duty to use all means in our power to accomplish this, it is evident that he has made provision for and desires their salvation; and that if any to whom Christ is made known are not saved, it is their own fault. 

Verse 8
Lifting up holy hands; in prayer. 

Without wrath; unholy anger towards men, which always hinders prayer. Mark 11:25. 

Doubting; the wavering of faith, which also hinders prayer. James 1:6-7. But many prefer to render, disputing, as the same word is translated in Philippians 2:14. 

Verse 9
In like manner; with the same holy temper. 

Shamefacedness; modest appearance. 

Sobriety; decorum. 

Broidered; or, plaited. 

Costly array; expensive ornaments or dress, which is the mark of pride and luxury, and corrupting in its influence on them and on others. Compare 1 Peter 3:3. 

Verse 10
The highest beauty of women, and the richest ornaments with which they can adorn themselves, are true piety and sincere active beneficence. The gospel inculcates universal propriety, and a character formed after its model is one of consummate excellence, usefulness, and enjoyment. 

Verse 12
Nor to usurp authority; as she would should she undertake publicly to teach. It is the revealed will of God that public religious teachers should be men, not women. He has allotted to them different spheres of action, and the perfection of each consists not in aspiring or submitting to occupy the place of the other, but in performing their own appropriate duties. 

Verse 13
Adam was first formed; an indication that he is the head of the woman, and that the office of teaching and governing belongs to him. 1 Corinthians 11:8-9. The apostle has reference to the public assemblies of believers. Compare 1 Corinthians 14:34, "Let your women keep silence in the churches." 

Verse 14
Was not deceived; by the serpent in the first transgression. The serpent first assailed the woman, as being most open to his arts, and having deceived her, he made use of her to persuade her husband. Compare the words of the woman, "The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat"; and the words of God to the man, "Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten," Genesis 3:13; Genesis 3:17. The headship was given to the man, not to the woman. 

Verse 15
She shall be saved in childbearing; the apostle says this with reference to the original curse pronounced upon the woman, "In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children." Genesis 3:16. Through faith in Christ, who is emphatically "the seed of the woman," God will not only sustain her in the perils of childbearing, but make them conducive to her spiritual and eternal salvation. 

If they continue; words added to show who alone have an interest in the promise just given. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 2
Blameless; of irreproachable character. 

Vigilant; watchful and circumspect in his deportment and office. 

Sober; sober-minded, properly regulating his appetites and passions. 

Of good behavior; orderly and decorous in all his deportment. 

Verse 3
Greedy of filthy lucre; that is, of gain obtained by base arts and employments. 

Verse 4
With all gravity; with reverent and decorous deportment in all things. The words refer to the deportment of his children. It is proper that a bishop as a minister of the gospel should be married: and if married, he should with discretion and fidelity discharge the various duties of the head of a family; especially should he set an example of good family government, and train up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Verse 6
A novice; one recently converted, who has but little knowledge of Christian doctrines and duties, and has not yet become fully established in the faith. 

The condemnation of the devil; that which befell him for his pride. 

Verse 7
Have a good report; be of unblemished reputation in view not only of Christians, but of others. 

The snare of the devil; which he sets by tempting men so to act as to injure themselves and the cause of religion. As the work of a bishop is sacred and momentous, it should be undertaken only by those who, by a course of good conduct, have formed the character and secured the reputation, in the church and in the world, of being good men; free from the imputation of vice, meanness, sensual indulgence, or love of money; men who have knowledge, and are able and willing to teach; who are patterns of what is upright and honorable, lovely, and of good report. 

Verse 8
Grave; dignified and decorous in their deportment. 

Double-tongued; deceitful, saying one thing and doing or meaning another. 

Verse 9
The mystery of the faith; the doctrines of the gospel, so called because they are addressed to our faith, and are a revelation of truths undiscoverable by the light of human reason. 

In a pure conscience; a conscience not defiled by indulgence in sinful practices. The deacons must be sound in daily life, as well as in faith. 

Verse 10
Proved; tried in regard to their previous Christian life, and their qualifications for the office. 

Verse 11
Must their wives be grave; in selecting deacons, regard must be had to the character of their wives, for they will greatly help or hinder their husbands in their work. But many prefer to render, "must the women be grave"; that is, those selected to be deaconesses. 

Verse 13
A good degree; a good standing in the church of Christ, enlarged influence and means of usefulness. 

Great boldness in the faith; in professing and maintaining the faith. 

Verse 14
The office work of both bishops and deacons is such, that their comfort and success in it depend much on the character and conduct of their wives. These should be pious, prudent, and discrect, especially in the use of the tongue; and say nothing which is suited to do evil to themselves or others. They should also be one in judgment and effort with their husbands in governing their children, and examples of wisdom and energy, patience and kindness, in all their concerns. 

Verse 15
In the house of God; in conducting the affairs of the church. 

Pillar and ground of the truth; the church is the means of sustaining, extending, and perpetuating the saving knowledge of divine truth among men. The cordial reception of the great truths of the gospel, especially those which relate to the character, work, and glory of Christ, is the means of true godliness; and the church is God’s institution to maintain those truths, perpetuate a knowledge of them, and extend them through the world. 

Verse 16
The mystery of godliness; that great mystery of the manifestation of God in human nature, of which the apostle proceeds to speak. It is a mystery, as having been hitherto hidden in the secret counsels of God; and the mystery of godliness, as having godliness for its end in all that believe. 

God was manifest in the flesh; compare John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh"-the same Word which was in the beginning with God, and was God, verse 1 Timothy 3:1. 

Justified in the Spirit; shown to be just in his claims as the Messiah, by the Holy Ghost, given to him without measure, and working in and by him with divine power. 

Seen of angels; who ministered to him and worshipped him, even in his deepest humiliation. Hebrews 1:6. 

Preached unto the Gentiles; to all nations as the almighty and only Saviour. 

Believed on; by multitudes of Jews and Gentiles. 

Received up into glory; where he ever lives to make intercession for all who come unto God by him. Hebrews 7:25. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
In his farewell address to the elders of Ephesus, Paul forewarns them that after his departure grievous wolves shall enter in among them, not sparing the flock, and that also of their own selves shall men arise speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Acts 20:29-30. Whatever view may be held respecting the date of the present epistle, it is plain that the apostle here refers to the same corrupt leaders and teachers. But he connects their appearance with that great apostasy foretold in his second epistle to the Thessalonians, chap 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12. Of this these "grevious wolves" were the forerunners. In and through them that "mystery of iniquity" was already working, the full development of which came when he who then hindered was taken out of the way. 2 Thessalonians 2:7. 

From the faith; from the doctrine of faith in Christ as the only foundation of hope. 

Doctrines of devils; such as Satan tempts men to embrace, as the worshipping of images, praying to the Virgin Mary or departed saints, and relying on external connections and observances for salvation. The errors of popery are a fulfilment of Scripture, having been expressly and clearly foretold by the Holy Spirit. They are therefore conclusive evidence that the Bible is given by inspiration of God. 

Verse 2
Speaking lies in hypocrisy; or, in the hypocrisy of those who speak lies, inculcating on the people as true what they know to be false; such as the power of the priests to forgive sins, the pretended working of miracles by the relics of saints, the liquifying of the blood of St. Januarius, and the weeping of the statue of the Virgin Mary. 

Seared with a hot iron; branded with the marks of their wicked deeds. Their sins are, as it were, burnt in upon their consciences. They are hardened transgressors, who carry about in their own souls the consciousness of their hypocrisy and wickedness, and are indifferent to it. To pretend to be what one is not, and by hypocrisy and lying obtain money, power, and influence awfully blinds the mind, sears the conscience, and hardens the heart. 

Verse 3
Forbidding to marry; as popery forbids the clergy, and induces monks and nuns to take vows of celibacy, declaring, as did the council of Trent, "Whosoever shall say that the married state is to be preferred to a state of virginity or celibacy, let him be accursed." Commanding to abstain from meats; as popery does during Lent, on fast-days, and days of abstinence. See Butler’s Catechism and Dens’ Theology. 

To be received; for food, and eaten by believers who know the will of God, during Lent as well as at other times. 

Verse 4
Every creature; which God hath made for food is good for food, and not to be abstained from, but to be eaten with gratitude to God the giver. 

Verse 5
Sanctified; made holy to him who partakes of it, so that the use of it cannot defile him. 

By the word of God; ordaining it for man’s use. 

Prayer; which procures from God’s blessing upon it. 

Verse 6
These things; the truths of which he had spoken. To point out the errors of popery and the predictions of the Bible concerning it, and to warn the people against its seductive, demoralizing, and ruinous influence, is the duty of all good ministers of the gospel. 

Verse 7
Profane and old wives’ fables; see note to chap 1 Timothy 1:4. These fables are in their spirit and influence profane, and in their character absurd and anile. 

Verse 8
Bodily exercise; the discipline of the body by fastings and other austerities, considered as a religious exercise. Godliness is profitable for both worlds; and the man who makes it his great object to do his whole duty, takes the course which is best suited to promote his own highest good. 

Verse 10
Saviour of all men; as preserving all men, and having opened for them a way of salvation, and commanded that it be made known to them, and that they should be entreated to embrace it. 2 Corinthians 5:20. 

Especially of those that believe; for to them alone does the perfect and everlasting salvation which he has provided for and offered to all men become actual. 

Verse 11
Command and teach; teach all men these truths, and command them, from God, to believe and obey them. As the declarations of God are all true, and his commands good, those who have confidence in him will labor hard, and if need be suffer much to induce others to believe and obey him; knowing that this is the will of God, and that all who comply with it will be saved. 

Verse 12
Thy youth; compare the admonition in the second epistle, "Flee also youthful lusts," chap 2 Timothy 2:22. 

Verse 13
Reading; of the holy Scriptures. The immediate connection of this word with "exhortation" and "doctrine" seems to show that the public reading of the Scriptures in religious assemblages, after the manner of the Jewish synagogues, is meant. This was of course to be accompanied with the exposition of its meaning. 

Verse 14
The gift that is in thee; the spiritual gift imparted to Timothy by the Holy Ghost. 

By prophecy; in accordance with preceding prophecies, which pointed him out as a man to be inducted into the sacred office. Compare chap 1 Timothy 1:18. 

With the laying on of the hands; the special gift of the Spirit was given to Timothy, as to others, in connection with the laying on of hands. Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6. 

Presbytery; an assembly of elders or ministers of the gospel. 

Verse 16
Unto thyself; to his own character and conduct. 

Doctrine; the truths which he taught. 

In them; in the belief, teaching, and practice of those truths. 

Them that hear; thy hearers, upon the condition of their obeying the truths taught them. The ability of ministers to do good may, by their own efforts under the blessing of God, be much increased; and it is their duty so to increase it that their progress shall be manifest, and so to devote themselves to their work that they may expect, through grace, to save both themselves and their hearers. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Elder; an aged Christian man. 

Verse 2
Ministers of the gospel should pay special attention to the aged, and treat them with special respect and kindness. They should also, in their needful and proper interaction with females of their congregations, possess and manifest a delicate sense of propriety, and the utmost purity of feeling, conversation, and conduct. 

Verse 3
Honor widows; the honor here referred to, as the context shows, was that of a reception to the list of those who were to have public maintenance from the congregation, and were employed in useful Christian labors. 

Widows indeed; worthy of the name of widows. 

Verse 4
Children or nephews; the word translated nephews means descendants, specially grandchildren. If a destitute widow had children or grandchildren who could support her, they were bound to do so, and not let her be a charge on the church. A disposition in children to be kind and attentive to their parents and grandparents, and if need be to support them and keep them from being a public charge, is required by the gospel, and is peculiarly pleasing to God. 

Verse 5
Desolate; destitute, and having no relatives to support her. The words "widow indeed, and desolate" describe both her worldly condition and her character as a Christian. If she was not only destitute but truly pious, was more than sixty years old, had been faithful to her husband and her children, hospitable when she had the means, attentive to the wants of poor Christians, and accustomed to relieve the distressed, she might be received into the number who were to be employed and supported by the church. Verse 1 Timothy 5:9. 

Verse 6
In pleasure; in wantonness and luxurious self-indulgence. 

Is dead while she liveth; dead to Christ and his service, and dead in sin, while she lives only for this world’s pleasures. 

Verse 7
These things; what he has just said about widows and their relatives. 

Give in charge; command or enjoin. 

Verse 8
His own; his own relatives who are dependent on him, as a destitute mother or grandmother, and especially his wife, children, and such as belong to his own family. 

Denied the faith; practically, by disobeying its known requirements. 

Worse than an infidel; in this respect, violating what unbelievers and even heathen inculcate as a duty, and often practise. Professors of religion who are able and yet unwilling to provide comfortably for their own families, for their parents, grandparents, and other relatives who are necessarily dependent on them, act in opposition not only to the revealed will of God, but to the dictates of natural religion, and bring disgrace on the Christian cause. 

Verse 10
Aged and indigent females, who have been distinguished for devotion to Christ and usefulness to men, and who have no relatives to support them, should be supported by the church of which they are members; and as far as may be rendered comfortable and useful. 

Verse 11
The younger widows; who make application to be employed and supported by the church. 

Wanton against Christ; being unwilling, through their wantonness and love of pleasure, to submit to the rules which he had enjoined. 

Verse 12
Having damnation; being condemned for their inconstancy, in deserting the trust committed to them, and with reference to which they had received support. 

Verse 13
They; these younger widows who are supported by the church under a promise of devoting themselves to her service. 

Verse 14
I will-that the younger women marry; the younger widows of whom he has been speaking. This would be better for them and better for society. 

The adversary; the enemy of religion. The admission of young women into institutions where it is expected that they will never be married, thus exposing them to the manifold evils of such a condition, is directly opposed to the revealed will of God, and productive of great mischiefs to themselves and the community. 

Verse 15
Some; of those spoken of in verses 1 Timothy 5:11-13. 

Turned aside after Satan; by complying with his temptations and falling into the evils mentioned above. 

Verse 16
Have widows; widowed mothers or grandmothers, or any whom he or she ought to support. 

Widows indeed; who are destitute, are of the required age and character, and have not relatives to support them. Verse 1 Timothy 5:3. 

Verse 17
Elders; having the superintendence of the church, some of whom labored as preachers and teachers of the gospel. 

Double honor; special respect, manifested, as the next verse shows, in provision for their wants. As the service of the church would occupy much of their time, especially when they devoted themselves to the work of preaching and teaching, a proportionate provision was to be made for their maintenance. 

Verse 18
The scripture saith; Deuteronomy 25:4; Matthew 10:10; Luke 10:7. It is the will of God that officers of the church, especially ministers who devote their life to the promotion of her interests, should receive not only respect and gratitude, but a just and reasonable compensation for their services: enough at least to provide comfortable support for themselves and their families. 

Verse 19
Two or three witnesses; Deuteronomy 19:15. 

Verse 20
Them that sin; and whose offences are proved. 

Verse 21
The elect angels; the holy angels whom God in accordance with his eternal purpose, has preserved in a state of sinlessness. They are "all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation." Hebrews 1:14. As such they are present in the assemblies of his church, and witnesses of the transactions there taking place. 

These things; the directions just given. 

Without preferring one before another; literally, without prejudgment, which is manifested in deciding a case beforehand under the influence of prejudice against a man, or prepossession in his favor. 

Doing nothing by partiality; the immediate reference of these words is to the hearing of accusations and the administering of rebukes, verse 1 Timothy 5:19-20. That they apply also to the ordaining of men for the service of the church is evident and is implied in what follows. 

Verse 22
Lay hands; in ordination. 

Suddenly; hastily, without due investigation respecting the qualifications of the candidate. 

Partaker of other men’s sins; as he would be, if through his negligence or sinful partiality improper men were raised to office in the church. In raising men to the sacred office, great care should be taken not to introduce improper persons. All suitable means should be used to ascertain their qualifications, and none be admitted who may not reasonably be expected to be faithful and useful. 

Verse 23
Drink no longer water; water merely. 

A little wine; as a medicine, on account of his bodily infirmities. 

Verse 24
Going before to judgment; they precede the man, as it were, to the place of judgment, and witness against him beforehand to his condemnation. 

They follow after; some wicked men’s characters are not known at first; it is necessary to take time, make inquiries, and become more acquainted with them. 

Verse 25
Likewise; so is it with good men. There is a great difference in the readiness with which men show their character. 

They that are otherwise; the good works that are otherwise; namely, not manifest beforehand. 

Cannot be hid; they will be revealed in time. Of course it is a duty to be cautious, to avoid haste, and use all proper means to obtain knowledge, in order to judge and act right. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Under the yoke; the yoke of servitude or bondage. 

Count their own masters worthy; manifest towards them a respectful, kind, forgiving, benevolent, Christian spirit. 

That the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed; that the wicked may not be led to speak against the Christian religion. 

Verse 2
Believing masters; Christians. 

Not despise them; not withhold from them the manifestation of a respectful, obedient, Christian spirit, because they are brethren in Christ. 

Rather do them service; promote their interests the more cheerfully. Galatians 6:10. 

Faithful; or, as the margin, believing, as the same word is rendered in the beginning of the verse. 

Beloved; of God. 

Partakers of the benefit; sharers with you in the benefit of the grace of the gospel. But we may better render, sharers with you in well-doing, or helpers with you in well-doing; that is, well-doing towards each other and all men. From such masters, therefore, servants have a right to expect the same kind, benevolent, forgiving, Christian spirit which is required of themselves. Ephesians 6:9. That they will forbear to threaten them with evil, and as they learn what their rights are, will respect them and render to them what is just and equal, Colossians 4:1; knowing that this is required of them by their Master in heaven. Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31. Ministers are bound to teach, that Christians in bondage, when wrongfully treated, whether in accordance with or in opposition to human laws, should possess and manifest the humble, patient, peaceful, forgiving, and obedient spirit of Christ, whether those who hold them in bondage are Christians or heathen; that they may thus show the excellence of Christ’s religion, and if possible, lead all to embrace it. Romans 12:21. 

Verse 3
Teach otherwise; differently from what Paul had taught as to the duty of Christian servants. 

The words of our Lord Jesus Christ; about the manifestation of a Christian spirit in all relations and conditions. Matthew 5:39; Matthew 6:12-15; Matthew 18:21-35. 

According to godliness; that which accords with the word of God, and tends to promote his cause. 

Verse 5
Supposing that gain is godliness; rather, that godliness is gain: in other words, that the profession of godliness is a business of worldly gain. Compare the case of Simon the sorcerer, Acts 8:18-24; what is said of the false teachers at Corinth, 2 Corinthians 11:20; and of these very "men of corrupt minds." 2 Timothy 3:5-6. The idea that it is always right to pursue the course in which we can make the most money, or possess the greatest influence, even though human laws do not forbid but require it, is a great error. The law of God is above human laws. By it human laws and their authors, those who obey, and those who disobey, are all to be tried, and approved or condemned. 

Verse 6
Godliness-is great gain; the apostle, by a beautiful turn of thought, shows in what sense the proposition is true that godliness is gain. Not the outward form of godliness, but its inward substance with contentment is great gain-gain not of a worldly, but of a spiritual nature. It has the "promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come." Chap 1 Timothy 4:8. Supreme regard to God, grateful obedience to his commands, cheerful submission to his dealings, and contentment with the allotments of his providence, will, through grace, gain all needed good in life, in death, and for ever. 

Verse 7
For we brought nothing; a reason why we should have the contentment just spoken of. Riches, if we have them, are but a fleeting possession. 

Verse 9
Will be; are resolved and determined to be rich. Another argument against the love of money, drawn from its hurtful nature. 

Fall into temptation; temptation to be dishonest, or so absorbed with earthly cares as to neglect their souls. 

A snare; one that Satan has set to catch their souls, by leading them to indulge the lusts of the eye, the lusts of the flesh, and the pride of life, till they sink into perdition. 

Verse 10
The root of all evil; it tempts to the commission of all sorts of evil. 

Some; who professed to be Christians. 

Erred from the faith; wandered away from the faith of the gospel; with the accessory idea of their falling into sinful practices. 

Verse 11
Flee these things; the love of money, with all its accompanying temptations and sins; never love money, nor be anxious to be rich. One of the most hateful and destructive sins is the supreme love of money, or of that ease, power, and influence which money will procure. A Christian should avoid this sin as he would the snare of the devil or the door of hell. 

Verse 12
Fight the good fight of faith; the Christian life is here, as often elsewhere, compared to a warfare against sin and Satan. Ephesians 6:11-17; 2 Timothy 2:3. 

Lay hold on eternal life; as on a prize to be obtained by hard struggling. 

Whereunto; to the gaining of which prize. 

Called; by the grace of God through the gospel. 

Hast professed a good profession; or, confessed a good confession; in the widest sense, including not only his confession of Christ at his baptism and ordination, but also especially in times of persecution. See the following verse. 

Verse 13
Witnessed a good confession; he bore his testimony to the truth concerning his person and mission in the face of death. The same steadfast confession he required of Timothy, and requires of all his followers. 

Verse 14
Commandment; the whole charge contained in this epistle. 

Without spot, unrebukable; the commandment is kept without spot, unrebukable, when it is not marred by an imperfect obedience deserving of censure. 

Verse 15
In his times, in due time; the proper time. 

He shall show; God shall make manifest, to whom alone belongs the ordering of the times and seasons. Acts 1:7. 

Verse 16
Immortality; in and of himself; life underived, independent, and eternal. 

Verse 19
A good foundation; for receiving the everlasting reward of grace in heaven. For this is given only to those who have shown their faith in Christ by being rich in good works towards man. Matthew 25:34-45. Riches are the gift of God, and call for unceasing gratitude to him. They may be, and when rightly used, will be, the means of great and lasting good. Let rich men, as faithful stewards, from love to God, use their riches in promoting his glory and the benefit of their fellow-men, especially in making known his salvation to all people; and when called to leave the riches of earth, they will have the riches of heaven. 

Verse 20
That which is committed to thy trust; the same as the "commandment," verse 1 Timothy 6:14. 

Oppositions; contentions and contradictions springing from science falsely so called; that is, spurious knowledge that exists only in name; that empty knowledge which puffeth up. 1 Corinthians 8:1. The apostle apparently alludes to those who explained away the vital truths of the gospel under pretence of imparting a deeper knowledge of them. 

